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Negr Onlcans. Feb. 14.—The fesiival of
Muardl Gras beging bere bright and early
Mopday morning. You hear its first noles
They will burst
gpon the city with the nising of Monday's

Sptarday and Bunday.

sun. Every traln s bringing visitors and

the hotels divide thelr pride betwern thelr

decoralions and their guesis.

The Mardl Oras carnival §s the great-
fs8 In the workd. The revels of Rome,
e Bawties of Flowers of Nice, 1l fepsts
of Madrd are sinall compared 1o it. The
entire oo carnival of Canada would b only
ote evenl in the brilianl two diiys spent

by Rex amd bis court.

You can have httle you
live in the Korih of the hold whoch (hese
two doys ke npen Uhe city,
and hin sloff are the 1
inaking. The n

onneeplion §f

Ths overpoe
plers in the merry-

nyor and his associiies are

atl (he boad of thy proyes=sions.  The Greys
afl the Eouth, the Loumsiona Aviihery. the
Cotbinenlal Guards. all lbe great military
bodies are “on duty™ duritg Mardl Gras
o assibl o v i g8 iy Bornage
o Hex, and ATl of carnivil
The Feast Aared not -
Ing more nd thiun «a iy
merrymaking preovding 1he s of
tent. The Iup begrines Sbhrove Monid Ll
Liusi I mldt bl Tuesalhy. Thwn Ash
W redd do, and Lhe carmical
10 Irippingt reayiaogg n heail
" troop 10 th el o fall
. thelr kneesin pruver Thusdr des liit

and the Floridians want ber youthfal
face forever perpetunted,

“"Washington and the cherry tree must be-
long to old Virgiola. Trivial though It
wergiy, It Is the strongest pleiure In the
histors of Washington. The cherry Lree ls
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are of thaokfulpess to God for the
ol the past few duys.

joy

The New Oricans Mardl Gras Is one of
the most anstocratic of fopcrions, bat
Wis of & nature in which all ke part.
The cnulre clty goos s-reasiing, North=
Criers cannol appred 1. ut  those
who aire Mardl Gras revellers onoe forget
it never.

The

e

first pote you henr of the Mardi
1§ & ocommotion upon the “Yellow
A" the Misdssippl.  Up and down the
the fun-loving negroes Tan crys
Ing thit they have seen Rex, “Rex 18
here!  Hex is bere!™ they call toeversbody.
Rex Is the king of the Mardi Gras. Who
heds pever ls known.  Asinallgreateyenis
there are some discerning ones.  But the
exact paine and status of Bex is kept silent
antll the mioute be uanveils bis Tace Lwo
days later. Bomctimes Hex is an obstinate
king and will not reveal his face ever; and
then Wt rest of the year the inerrymakers
are wondering “‘who HRex really was.''
That be was a lcader of soclely in the
aristocratic Anwrico-Frepch oity s tnken
L0 Branted, tid he nol
Wise @ quien from out the very ranks
of New Orlcans swellkdom.

o

sireets

Surely! For

Rex comies 10 Now Orlcans apon o ship,
gencrally. The v 8 very boeautifully
decornted aod it ted wiith *fc .
men ho woar CORLIIMS
ountinunl bomage y thedr king
Hex ix steering the oF
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all masks

noses thint disguise  effectually; and be-
Il them are groups of “indies ol the
court," who by the way are YOubg mwn
dressed oy women, for it is potl good eti-
guette for the girl merrymakers o ap-
pear masked in the streces, They wait
for the Mordi Gras bail.

At the whart (he tillitary cotupnnies re-
ceive Rex nnd escort him (o the oty hell
Here the nnyor of the city gives the keys
of New Orleans to King Rex; and lor
the nexi forty-elght hours he (s monnich
of the Crescent Clty.

One of the dellghtful featiures of the
Muardi Gras s tie predence of many visits
ing militury copanits. These come rom

the North, East, and West. Every city
thint hus o regiment deserviog o vacalion

mikes Ity prepurations to =end the bovs
to New Orleans tor the Mordl Gras. The
mwilitury comwpanies of the cily entertain
them and (the Cirst Aoy of the Moardi Gras
they are entertdined DY Hex ot o grand
banguet, The blue ool nnd the gray
ix, and it is held that the Mardi Gras lus
united the Norlh and Somth quicker than
any other thing has ever done.

The procession of Rex takes place arier
the cliy This provession
lies through the miin sirests of New Or-
leans and 48 & grand pa nt. Nething hus
ever been known w exeel tie New Orlesns

hng becone his

Manll Gras parade.

A fesnture this = the alléear
Tl Fepre the histury of the city,
Hie court of No M of whdeh o visit o
New Orlean remminds you, and all
the alle i vl ol istory.  Famous |

Metares nre represented. mivihological sub-
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jects pre porirayed, all the Incidents of the
United Brates amd finally comse great
brilliant pageanis &0 intricate, so vast,
& =0 venturgsome [or sireel pse thaik a
fire engine follows them far fear of fames
or personal danger.

Visitors tellipg of the Mardl Gras add
a it to bts Interast by putting romapes 1o
fact.  They Uke to draw the great feast
as n ogreat riot.  They put license o the
plonee of liberty, and they would bave you
believe that (L i not safe o veature oul of
doom by day o pight in the beautiful city
while King Rex i shroad. Dot (be Mordi
Girps is not conducted that way.

In the trees of New Oresns during the
puraide you see grioning monkeys, with big
tiewds nod preternnturally white teeth, You
Ao nit sorts of strange animals sernmbling
up to the branchies. il youbehold, wormiag
its way throngh the boughs. the most im-
possibie reptiles and the oddest tropical
vreatures, As you pass underncn ¥ou
may beshowered with nutsor snowed under
with bits of tinsel and paper. or you may
got o tap upon the head with the tall of a
Rnake But you take 1t all in good juirt. for
Rex 18 coming—Rex preceded by a gu3
bodsgunrd; Rex with his pageant; Kex with
hi= bnlinney and merriment.
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The proEra of Mo

ErEm

1 Gras s regulated
by e sociciics of the ity, who form
themsclves In Mardi Gras eommittees
Their Oirst meeting 15 held secretiy -4
say on Ash Wednesilay—io t ren for
pext year's Mandh Gras. T it that
it 1% beld io their festival clothcs, &
very hour the Mardd Gras o ¢ 4
o Eive every second of the next tw
mionth for thom W0 prepare.

Many ret gocittles” are forued for
the two days of the Mardl Gras, The

Bons of Comsus, the Knight Revellers amd
other pames playiog upon Hex and Comus—
the two kings—are adopted by the young
men of the city. The day before the Mardi
Gms the vimng nen an pnce that they
are golne sway (o e gope & few days,
and no one in the famdiy says “*wicere?'
They are ig to the club to dress up and
gel ready Tor ihe Mardi Gras parade
Meaowhile the young women are getting
ready for the Mardl Gras ball, Toere are
balls all over the city, All classcs of

soclety, down o the poc
dulge lo & *“‘dance.”
chooses his gueen, and with
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the dancors.
Hex.
= the most
marvelously

Gras—Monday

be a

Grus

1l b

of the receeption committcos

beautifal
beautiful wo
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and Tusday,
parade being the miore elaborate
Rex |s differently dressed. At oue be s
wongerfgl [iying oreatg
suspended by ribbons, king of the nniverse!
At apother an hnposicg n Iy
und fury. But bhe is King Bex of the
however apparelicd
from his (1 tness L muttess social, olple
trionie. Bat his qgoe
her social ripk and bepuly.
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bat you don't care what vou drink -
you're bent on enjoying yourself. 1is the
lark thit counts

lancheons are not
once said no less an artist than the chef of
John Jacob Astor at a oook's hangoet. hat
they muat be cookerl by a chef who omber-
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a favorite with each new generation. It
hos tender associatlons with each grown
tne. Executed in a dignificd way, the
cherry tree would carry not only welght,
bat would stand as 4 landmork of the
Father of hils Country. No other SBtate
could claim it, and Virginia certaioly wonld
db &0,

“Pennsylvania might clalm one of many
deslgns.  As the early capltal of the United
States it milght embody the old Capitol in
It stanip. Its revolutionary battles, Its
landniarks, its statesmen, ol soggest (hems
selves, but it is as the Keystone State that
Pennsylvanin stands in the minds of other
States. A mugnificent Yeystonedesign, with
solldity and architectural beauty, might
well represent Pennsylvania,

“Ulah’s motto bas a piooeer upon Ik
Utah, nuw a State, has passed through the
most varied history of all the Bwutes. Its
motts might be ‘Work,” with & plonces
underneath. Ita mission hng been to lew
ahead, (o blaze the way. In ita mining,
its resourees nnd lus landscape beauty Lthere
is a broad fieid for the selectlon of &

stamp design, but the good, sturdy pioneer

is n favorite grgughout Utah, The bare
ricr Is that olher couniries form an lo-
correct impression’ of (i statutes and cult-
ure from the rbughly clad figure of a wood.
man. But it lscectainly emblematic of the
Btate's history.

““Kentucky's blue grass, its lovely women

and its high-brod horses arce all wid in the
head or a horse. If I were o Kentuckian
I would ask for the horse upon our post-
age stamp and igaore all the battle scenes
and the ancient regime of which Kentucky
is rich in history. Its horses are its noblest
feature, IF the cholee of a atamp were befy
with the men of the State I'd bet upon its
being & Kentucky bluegrass belle.

“What can Callfornia select? What would
you have her select? Herfrults, her flowers,
ber marvelous flora, tales of her verdure
and bloom, her lush apd ripeness, nre like
Ltubles away from her flowery coast. Have
you ever seen her calins, you who have
raised onelily in 8 hothotse and trausported
it, swalhed in cotton, for the proudest post
on your Easter table? Tell California to
show Ler fowers and frult.

“Ohlo, to my mind. ought to have Grant.
Hegrowsgreaterns the yearsdecline. Ohlo's
stamp should suggest war, In battle tune
the country looks to the Buckeye State for
ity streng th and force. Ithashad more than
1ts share of Presidents, too




